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Abstract

We come to the present time in the life of the church understanding that the phrase "a
preferential option" - for culture, for the poor, for the margins, for the migrant, for youth, for the
environment - is a key doctrinal insight from the 20th century that instructs the life of
discipleship and the following of Christ. However, in the context of societies with privilege, in
the United States for example, real historical, philosophical, ideological, and even religious
obstacles exist to a proper understanding and practice of this insight. The preferential option
inherently orients discipleship toward the marginalized and victimized other and her or his life
experiences, and yet a culture of privilege turns the person inordinately toward the self. This
presentation hopes to look at some of the background and characteristics of a culture of privilege
as experienced in the United States and describe the role that a "preferential option" could play in
interrupting a culture of privilege."
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