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Administration Information 
Restrictions:  None 
Copyright: Consult Archivist for information. 
Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Archives and Special Collections. John A. Kemp, 
S.J., Papers, 1930-1963. Box #, Folder.   
Provenance: Gifted by Fr. John Mentag, S.J., on July 1, 1981. 
Separations: No separations 
See Also: History Department records. 
 
Biographical Sketch 
John Arthur Kemp, S.J., was born May 2, 1912 to Arthur A. and Katherine R. Cleary 
Kemp in Park Ridge, Illinois. He attended Park Ridge Public School, St. Paul of the 
Cross, and Saint Ignatius High School before entering the novitiate of Society of Jesus at 
Milford in 1930. Kemp studied philosophy at Maison St. Louis, at Jersey, England; 
Theology at West Baden and served his tertianship in Cleveland. He received a BA from 
Xavier University, an MA in History from Loyola University Chicago (1939), and an 
MA and PhD in History from Harvard University (1945-1952). Fr. Kemp taught at 
Loyola University Chicago, Xavier University, and University of Louvain in Belgium. 
Fr. Kemp specialized in legal and intellectual history of the Medieval Ages. Fr. Kemp 
passed away on November 26, 1963. 
 
Scope and Content 
The John A. Kemp, S.J., papers comprise 1.0 linear foot spanning the years 1930 to 1963 
and include a brief biographical sketch, correspondence, thesis and papers, sermons, 
publications, syllabi, and lecture notes. Subjects include the Catholic Church, Jesuits, 
Saint Ignatius Loyola, Innocent IV, English monarchy, French monarchy, Medieval 
society and culture, and intellectual history. Languages include French and English. 
 
Series  
Series 1: Personal, 1936-1963, Undated. Box 1 
This series includes a brief biographical sketch of Fr. Kemp, correspondence, and his 
thesis. Correspondence is in both English and French. 
 
Series 2: Sermons & Talks, 1930, 1941, 1946, 1951-1961, Undated. Box 1 
This series includes handwritten and typed sermons and talks given by Fr. Kemp.  
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Series 3: Papers & Publications, 1940, 1958, Undated. Box 1 
This series includes typed manuscripts and copies of published papers by Fr. Kemp. 
 
Series 4: Syllabi & Lecture Notes, Undated. Boxes 1-2 
This series includes syllabi and lecture notes for courses taught by Fr. Kemp. 
 
 
Subjects:  
Kemp, John A. 
Society of Jesus 
Loyola University Chicago 
Middle Ages 
Medieval society 
Sermons 
Innocent IV 
Monarchies 
Church history 
U.S. 5th Amendment  
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Accession No.: UA1981.30 
Creator: Kemp, John A. (1912-1963) 
 

Box Folder Title Dates 
    
  Series 1: Personal, 1936-1963, Undated  
1 1 Biographical sketch Undated 
1 2 Letters 1936-1963, 

Undated 
1 3 Thesis “Francis Cardinal de Tournon: The last 

years, 1560-1561” 
Undated 

    
    
  Series 2: Sermons & Talks, 1930, 1941, 1946, 

1951-1961, Undated. 
 

  Sermons  
1 4 Pamegyric 1930 
1 5 Easter Sunday 1944 
1 6 Receive ye the Holy Ghost 1944 
1 7 The Appeal of the Heart of Christ 1946 
1 8 Individual Greatness 1946 
1 9 The Sacred Heart Hour, Boston WEEI, WCOP: 

“Saint Margaret Mary” 
1946 

1 10 Sermon given on TV Feast of XT The King, 
WNBQ, Chicago 

Oct. 28 

1 11 Christopher Dawson Undated 
1 12 “He was a Burning and Shining Light” Undated 
1 13 Our Lady Help of Christians Undated 
1 14 Marianum Undated 
1 15 Some Aspects of the Present-Day European 

Mind 
Undated 

    
  Talks  
1 16 Address to the American Assistant 1942 
1 17 Invocation 1951 
1 18 Talk on the Feast of Saint Luck, Loyola 

University School of Medicine 
1951 

1 19 Traditions in Law, Roman and Medieval 1952 
1 20 Remarks for Toynbee Symposium? 1953 
1 21 Truth and Leadership (Loyola Baccalaureate) 1953 
1 22 Address on the Occasion of the Red Mass at 

Saint Raymond’s Cathedral 
1956 

1 23 The Humanists and Education in the 
Renaissance 

1956 

1 24 The Ignatian Concept of Law and Authority 1956 
1 25 Saint Ignatius: New Emphasis in Spirit and 

Method 
1956 
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1 26 The Jesuits and History 1957 
1 27 Family Forum 1959 
1 28 The Easy Method of Learning History Ca. 1960-1961 
1 29 Address to the Virgin Undated 
1 30 The Challenge of Father Marquette Undated 
1 31 The College in the Preparation for Graduate 

School 
Undated 

1 32 “Keep for L.U. History” Undated 
1 33 Talk on 5th Amendment Undated 
1 34 Addresses, Talks: Women Undated 
    
  Series 3: Papers & Publications, 1940, 1958, 

Undated 
 

  Papers  
1 35 “Attitude of the roman Catholic Towards 

Union with the Greeks” 
Undated 

1 36 Innocent IV Undated 
1 37 The Jesuits in White Russia under Stanislaus 

Siestrzencewicz 
Undated 

    
  Publications  
1 38 The Background of the Fifth Amendment in 

English Law: A Study of its Historical 
Implications 

1958 

1 39 French Prisoner Priests build a New France in 
the Prison Camps 

Undated 

    
    
  Series 4: Syllabi & Lecture Notes, Undated  
  Syllabi  
1 40 Medieval Culture (History 322) Undated 
1 41 Structure of Medieval Society (History 324) Undated 
    
  Lecture Notes  
1 42 Anglo-Saxon England Undated 
1 43 Arianism Undated 
2 1 Cannon Law Undated 
2 2 Carolingian Era Undated  
2 3 Christians in Gaul and Spain – 4th Cen. Undated 
2 4 Christian and Non-Christian Literature (End of 

Roman Empire) 
Undated 

2 5 Church at 300 – Persecutions Undated 
2 6 Church at the 10th century Undated 
2 7 Church, Papacy, and Politics 300-500 Undated  
2 8 Dante Undated  
2 9 Early Church Undated 
2 10 English Monarchy Undated  
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2 11 Fathers of the Church Undated  
2 12 Feudalism Undated  
2 13 Frankish Period – to 750 Undated  
2 14 French Monarchy, 12th and 13th cent. Undated 
2 15 Germany – 900-1200 Undated  
2 16 Humanism and Art, 11th-13th cent. Undated 
2 17 Intellectual History Undated  
2 18 Invasions (Visigoths) Undated  
2 19 Irish Scholarship Undated  
2 20 Justinian and 6th century Undated 
2 21 Medieval Culture Undated  
2 22 Medieval Intellectual History – bibliography Undated  
2 23 Medieval Period and Classics Undated  
2 24 Monasticism Undated  
2 25 Pagans v. Christians Undated  
2 26 Philosophy – 12th century Undated  
2 27 Scholasticism Undated  
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