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James J. Kelly, S.J., Papers 
Dates: 1943-1994, Undated (bulk 1943-1973) 
Creator: Kelly, James J., S.J. (1906-1996) 
Extent:    .25 linear feet 
Level of description: Folder 
Processor & date: Alex Strauss; updated by K. Young, May 2014 

Administration Information 
Restrictions:  No restrictions 
Copyright: Consult archivist. 
Citation: Loyola University Chicago. Archives & Special Collections. James J. Kelly, 
S.J., Papers, 1940-1991. Box #, Folder.
Provenance: Donated to the University Archives on January 6, 1997, by Robert 
O’Connor, S.J., on behalf of the late James Kelly, S.J.
Separations: Photographs of Father James Kelly, S.J., his family and friends have been 
placed in the Loyola University Portrait collection.
See Also:

Biographical Sketch 
Father James J. Kelly, S.J., was born in County Clare, Ireland on December 24th, 

1906. In 1930, he entered the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in Milford, Ohio, where he began 
his studies. After graduating from college, he joined the St. Xavier High School faculty in 
Cincinnati. 

He returned to Ireland in 1937 to begin his theological studies. Ordained in 1940, 
he became a member of the Army Air forces in World War II. He was chaplain for more 
than 15 years, attaining the rank of lieutenant colonel. 

In the decades following the army, Father Kelly was an associate pastor in various 
churches, including ones in Fort Myers, Florida, and the St. Philip the Apostle Church in 
Northfield. In 1993, Father Kelly came to Chicago and provided spiritual direction to the 
Jesuit community at Loyola University. After years of illness, Father Kelly passed away 
in 1996. 

Scope and Content 
The Father James J. Kelly, S.J., papers consist of .25 linear feet spanning the years 1943 
to 1994 (bulk 1943-1973) and include an armed forces identification card, citations, 
correspondence, biographical data, and notes Subjects include World War II 

Series 

Series 1: Personal, 1950-1994, Undated. Box 1 
Series 1 contains correspondence, a Golden Jubilee card, and biographical data. 
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Series 2: United States Army Chaplain, 1943-1973, Undated. Box 1 
Series contains certificates, duty orders, commendations, correspondence, evaluations, 
and notes. 
 
 
Subjects: 
Kelly, James J. 
United States Army 
United States Army Chaplains 
United States Air Force 
Golden Jubilee 
World War II 
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Accession No.:UA1997.01 
Creator: Kelly, James J., S.J.  (1906-1996) 
 

Box Folder Title Dates 
  Series 1: Personal, 1950-1994, Undated  
1 1 Biographical Data 1950-1994 
1 2 Golden Jubilee 1980 
1 3 Correspondence 1971, Undated 
    
  Series 2: United States Army Chaplain, 1943-

1973, Undated 
 

1 4 Certificate on Becoming a United States 
Chaplain 

1943 

1 5 Certificate to indicate Kelly could perform 
Marriages 

1943 

1 6 Temporary Duty Orders 1944-1955 
1 7 Letters of Appreciation and Commendation 1944-1945 
1 8 Armed Forces Identification Card Circa 1945 
1 9 Certificate of Service 1946 
1 10 Separation Qualification Record 1946 
1 11 Certificate from President 1947 
1 12 Correspondence –Military Ordinariate 1948-1956, 1966 
1 13 United States Air Force Evaluation Board 1962 
1 14 Certificate of Retirement 1964 
1 15 Retirement Orders 1964 
1 16 Disability Papers 1964-1973 
1 17 Chaplain Notes Undated 
1 18 Chaplain’s Letter of Condolence Undated 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 
 
 


	James J. Kelly, S.J., Papers
	Administration Information
	Biographical Sketch
	Father James J. Kelly, S.J., was born in County Clare, Ireland on December 24th, 1906. In 1930, he entered the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in Milford, Ohio, where he began his studies. After graduating from college, he joined the St. Xavier High School...
	He returned to Ireland in 1937 to begin his theological studies. Ordained in 1940, he became a member of the Army Air forces in World War II. He was chaplain for more than 15 years, attaining the rank of lieutenant colonel.
	In the decades following the army, Father Kelly was an associate pastor in various churches, including ones in Fort Myers, Florida, and the St. Philip the Apostle Church in Northfield. In 1993, Father Kelly came to Chicago and provided spiritual direc...
	Scope and Content
	Series


	Box

